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MISSION MPOSSIBLE" ANbD
RMERICAH THE MeCHANICAL

JOHN M IROEIMNS0ON

There is a belief prevalent, held by many more perceptive than I, that tele-
vigion, because it attempts to appeal to the largest group of people at once, is the
most direct reflection of a culture, It tells us what held our general interest and
what didn't; it certainly describes America's remarkable capability to not only
withstand but to enjoy repetitiveness. Purthermore, occasionally a little more truth
creeps into the set than one realizes. This seems almost always an accident because
such a show rarely is able to maintain its quality. This is because no one was
quite sure what was "right" about the program in the first place! However, because
of the vulgar quality of nearly all television we must be quick to understand that
it is only telling us of our worst side; it is hardly a complete picture. Television
is rather like a battery of medical tests that tell us what diseases we are suscept-
ible to, whether laughing at Carol Burnett or cheering Joe Friday (if you are prone
to the latter, you are especially in need of care).

"Mission Impossible" seems to fit all of our descriptive characteristics: its
hallmark was repetition, its triumphs accidental, and if we had only watched more
raptly we would have found a horrible truth creeping into our orthicon tubes. Yet for
all that, "Mission Impossible" remains distinctly unique as a rare and jewel-like

twentieth century horror story.

In its early days, the first season or two, "Mission Impossible" was the most
thoroughly produced show on television. Let me explain that further: by thorough what
I mean is no show was so consistent with its own objectives. Presumably its produ-
cers might have subtitled the series "The Joys of Automation” since its intent was
to once again falsely reassure the public that criminals are always dealt with by
Justice in the end., In its guise of semi-science fiction "Mission Impossible" swmugly
saild, "We have so many sophisticated and technological tricks at our disposal that
it is now absolutely impossible for evil to ever triumph again," a message that
doubtlessly assuaged the fears of many, especially loyal Birchers., The squad usually
was involved in defeating pseudo-Communists with vaguely Russian names.

It occured to no one then to ask the vital question "What happens to good guys
with that much power at their disposal?" "Mission Impossible" answered that long be-
fore CIA and FBI plots were uncovered, That answer was far from a pleasant one:
technology supreme was like a cancer which rapidly spread to the human system as
well, and this is what "Mission Impossible'"'s producers could not have known: that
they had made their heroes more repugnant than the villains. Absolute technology
corrupts technologically,

The show displayed this in nearly every facet of its production. The theme music
by Lalo Schiffrin, a catchy number that falls short of being an actual "tune'", had
the erratic rhythm of a computer read-out. The stories themselves fit together like
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